
T E C H N O L O G Y A S S E S S M E N T B R I E F

MDRC (152) • VA Medical Center • 150 So. Huntington Avenue, Boston, MA 02130 • Tel: 617-278-4469  FTS: 839-4469  Fax: 617-278-4438
Get TA reports online at World Wide Web at: http://www.va.gov/resdev/prt • E-mail: g.mdrc-ta@forum.va.gov

Evaluating Diagnostic Tests:  A Guide to the Literature
Report #4

Contacts: Elizabeth J. Adams, RRT, MPH,  Karen L. Flynn, DDS, MS, and
Elaine C. Alligood, MLS

Report Date:  December 1997

Description:  Determining the best use of diagnostic imaging technologies is essential for improving the
quality of patient care.  Evidence-based medicine encourages the integration of clinical expertise with the
best evidence from clinical research to support the appropriate use of these technologies in health care.

Many clinical investigators have demonstrated the feasibility of carrying out evaluations of diagnostic
imaging tests that adhere to well-founded scientific principles.

This report:

• provides a resource of useful references that describe scientifically valid study design principles for
evaluating diagnostic tests; and

• highlights models of methodologically strong diagnostic test evaluations.


